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Amendment to the Abstract: 

The Abstract has been amended. A revised Abstract is attached. 

An image input device is provided with: an image input part into which an image is 
entered; an image evaluation part which evaluates the image quality or subject of the image by 
using a predetermined threshold value; a cause determination part which determines the cause 
of image degradation corresponding to the image, based on the evaluation result of the image 
by the image evaluation part; an output part which outputs to the user a predetermined 
question; a cause input part into which an answer to the question is entered; and a cause 
comparison part which determines whether a match occurs or not between the cause of image 
degradation and the cause of image degradation corresponding to the answer. In o cose where 
the cause comparison part determ i nes that the cause of i mage degradation and tho couse of 
image dcgradot i on correspond i ng to the answer do not match with each other, the i mage 
evaluation part changes the predetermined threshold va l ue used to evaluate the i mage so that 
the cause of image degradation and the couse of i mage degradation correspond i ng to the 
answer can match with each other. 
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ABSTRACT 



An image input device is provided with: an image input part into which an image is 
entered; an image evaluation part which evaluates the image quality or subject of the image by 
using a predetermined threshold value; a cause determination part which determines the cause 
of image degradation corresponding to the image, based on the evaluation result of the image 
by the image evaluation part; an output part which outputs to the user a predetermined 
question; a cause input part into which an answer to the question is entered; and a cause 
comparison part which determines whether a match occurs or not between the cause of image 
degradation and the cause of image degradation corresponding to the answer. 
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